17.

The Genus Staphylococcus

In the 1957 edition of Bergey's Manual the genus name Staphy-
lococcus replaced Micrococcus which was used in the 1948 edition.
This was a widely acclaimed change because bacteriologists all
over the world had become accustomed to calling these organisms
staphylococci. Textbook authors are pleased when names of bac-
teria are not changed. For example, in the 1956 edition of this book
it was necessary to change all uses of the genus name Staphylococ-
cus to Micrococcus. In this edition they are changed back to Staphy-
lococcus. It is hoped that all were changed; if not, the student
must understand that the present genus name for this group of
spherical cells is Staphylococcus.
The staphylococci are spherical or ovoid cells usually arranged
in grapelike clusters, although pairs and short chains are seen
frequently in fluid media. They are nonsporeforming, nonmotile,
noncapsule-producing, and Gram-positive. White, yellow, or orange,
water-insoluble pigments are formed. They are aerobic and facul-
tative, liquefy gelatin, and ferment a number of carbohydrates to
acid. The organisms are found in suppurative processes in man and
animals.
Micrococci were discovered in pus by Ogston in 1881, and
in 1883 he divided them into two groups, Staphylococci and Strepto-
cocci. In 1884, Rosenbach cultivated them upon artificial media and
differentiated between two species, which he named Staphylococcus
pyogenes aureus and Staphylococcus pyogenes albus. Passet, 1885,
isolated a third species, Staphylococcus pyogenes citreus. The in-
vestigations of Garre, 1885, Bumm, 1885, and Bockhart, 1887, in
which they subjected themselves to inoculations, proved the rela-
tionship of these cocci to human infections.
Migula, 1895, assigned the genus name Micrococcus to the
group. In 1900, in his System der Bacterien, he referred to the
species as Micrococcus aureus, Micrococcus albus. and Micrococcus
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